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APPENDIX 4 
 

COUNCIL ASSEMBLY 
 

(ORDINARY MEETING) 
 

WEDNESDAY 27 MARCH 2013 
 

MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS 
 
 

1. QUESTION TO THE LEADER FROM COUNCILLOR HELEN HAYES 
 

Can he provide an update on the council’s discussion with the Metropolitan Police 
Service regarding funding for alternative police front counters in Southwark? 

 
RESPONSE 
 
The Conservative/Liberal Democrat government cut the Metropolitan Police 
Service’s (MPS) budget by 20%.  As a result police officer numbers in Southwark 
have been reduced and Rotherhithe and East Dulwich police stations are closing. 
We have made a cash offer to the MPS to fund replacement police counters in 
Southwark, including in council premises. 
 
We have had several meetings with the police as a result of which eight locations 
have been identified across the borough which can be used as contact points for 
neighbourhood policing team bases.  These include locations in Rotherhithe, 
Camberwell, Dulwich, Nunhead and Walworth, which will provide alternative 
locations where a member of the public will be able to talk face to face with a 
police officer. 
 
There has been a specific focus in Rotherhithe to ensure that there is a dedicated 
neighbourhood policing team base.  Two potential locations are being actively 
pursued.  The MPS have confirmed that the current neighbourhood policing team 
based at Rotherhithe Police Station will be retained until an alternative can be 
found. 
 
The current Police Safer Neighbourhood Team base in Dulwich is being retained 
and Dulwich Library has the capacity to provide a contact point. 
 
The council has agreed with Victim Support to provide Victim Care Points at each 
of the eight locations above.  This will enable victims of crime the opportunity to 
have a face to face meeting with a victim support specialist, in confidence, 
providing bespoke support and advice.  
 
SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION FROM COUNCILLOR HELEN HAYES FOR THE 
LEADER 
 
Thank you Madam Mayor, further to my comments in the themed debate I would 
like to ask the leader whether he shares my concern about the Mayor’s proposed 
reduction of College ward SMT to a single PC and PCSO. 
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RESPONSE 
 
I would like to thank Councillor Hayes for her supplementary question, and I want 
to congratulate her also and Councillor Simmons for their sterling work actually in 
working with residents in College ward on this issue.   
 
I am concerned right across the borough about the impact which the Mayor’s 
changes and proposals are going to have on our safer neighbourhood teams. 
 
I think one thing that stood out, I think stood out in the last debate – members were 
making it on all sides – was how popular and successful safer neighbourhood 
teams have been, that relationship that you as a residents have with the sergeant 
and the officers and the PCSOs, and I think what the Mayor is doing and what the 
Deputy Mayor for policing and crime is doing is completely undermining that 
relationship.   And I think we have to be absolutely vigilant as representatives of 
our area going forward to ensure that there can be no further erosion, and in fact 
the Deputy Mayor needs to step back from where he is going with this, because I 
think it will undermine policing and it will undermine public confidence in policing in 
our borough. 

 
2. QUESTION TO THE LEADER FROM COUNCILLOR DAVID HUBBER 

 
Is the leader aware that the broadband speeds in the Surrey Docks area are 
abysmally poor and well below the average in England?  Given the growing 
population in Rotherhithe – including many people working from home – and the 
hoped for increase in business activity, will he make strong representations to BT 
and other relevant organisations to urge them to remedy this problem as soon as 
possible? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
The council wishes to see the most modern broadband technologies across the 
whole of the borough; however we must be mindful that these technologies have 
become the responsibility of private sector communication companies including, 
but not exclusively, BT. 
 
The Greater London Authority (GLA) recently received a modest government grant 
to help commission fast broadband connection and it is understood that this is 
being allocated across a number of sites in London and that a communications 
contractor will be procured by the GLA. 
 
More recently the strategic director of finance and corporate services and I met 
with BT to discuss the issue of broadband speed in the north of the borough.  At 
this meeting BT encouraged the council to lobby for allocation of funds to parts of 
Southwark including Rotherhithe.  
 
We will continue to encourage the GLA and private sector providers to give priority 
to fast broadband access across the whole of the borough.  
 
SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION FROM COUNCILLOR DAVID HUBBER FOR 
THE LEADER 
 
Thank you Madam Mayor yes I do and I thank the leader for his response to my 
question. 
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Is he aware that the £25 million allocated to London from the Urban Broadband 
Fund has already apparently been earmarked by the Mayor for various areas in 
London, none of which are in Southwark; and in view of the fact that we are urging 
our citizens to use the internet more and more to communicate with us, would he 
make further representations to the Mayor to change that allocation so we get 
some of it? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
Yes. I want to thank Councillor Hubber for his question.  It raises a very timely 
issue because the director of finance and I met recently with a BT regional 
manager on this very issue.  It was startling; when you looked at a map of super 
fast broadband coverage of Southwark, the further north you got in the borough the 
worse it got and there are pockets, and you are absolutely right to identify the 
Rotherhithe peninsula area as one of those areas, where super fast broadband 
coverage is appallingly low but actually the whole of the north of the borough is 
suffering.  If you live in Dulwich, you are dong fine on super fast broadband – you 
will be able to report your crime to the police over the internet faster than ever; but 
in terms of the rest of the borough – but I think we have to look at other companies 
and other initiatives other than BT that may be able to provide a solution.   
 
But you’re absolutely right; we’ll continue to lobby the Mayor, particularly, I’m going 
to take advantage of my seat on the left now, to lobby the left and the Mayor 
through that for some investment which would be a local enterprise partnership for 
increased funding for our part of the world for super fast broadband.  The Mayor 
didn’t spend the £100 million last year that he should have done, and I think he 
should divert more money into super fast broadband for central London. 
 

3. QUESTION TO THE LEADER FROM COUNCILLOR PATRICK DIAMOND 
 

I welcome the news that the council is investing £1.4 million in CCTV on council 
estates at a time when the government is cutting the Metropolitan Police Service’s 
budget.  Can he confirm when residents on the Brandon Estate will see new CCTV 
cameras installed? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
Three new CCTV cameras have recently been installed on the Brandon estate in 
close proximity to the Henry Moore sculpture ‘Two piece reclining figure no 3’.  A 
further four CCTV cameras are due to be installed during April and May of this 
year. All seven CCTV cameras will be monitored from the CCTV control room. 
 
SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION FROM COUNCILLOR PATRICK DIAMOND 
FOR THE LEADER 
 
I would like to thank the leader for his response and can I say on behalf of 
residents in Newington ward and on the Brandon Estate particular how warmly 
welcomed this investment in CCTV is, particularly in the constrained circumstances 
in which we are working given the massive cuts imposed by central government. 
 
Can I ask the leader to elaborate and to say whether it would be possible to extend 
these very welcomed improvements in CCTV to other parts of Newington ward 
which have suffered high rates of crime?  In particular could he update us in 
relation to improvements that can be made with CCTV in the area around Draper 
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House and also the area around the Newington Estate which has suffered from too 
much crime in the last few years? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
I would like to thank Councillor Diamond for that supplementary question.  He will 
know that there are seven estates that we have identified where we are installing 
new CCTV across the borough in the coming weeks and months.  One of the 
things which of course has come out of the housing revenue account this year is 
the potential for increased funding into CCTV and it is indeed the housing revenue 
account which is funding this particular programme and we will continue to look at 
that and obviously any representations received by any members in respect of 
particular estates or areas where we do need to increase CCTV coverage will be 
considered as part of that programme.   I mean the important point is that there is a 
funding stream now identified and available which we hope will meet this going 
forward.  Councillor Livingstone can always add something in writing to you later. 

 
4. QUESTION TO THE LEADER FROM COUNCILLOR ANOOD AL-SAMERAI 
 

How much of the discretionary housing payments budget has been spent in the 
current financial year 2012/13?  What are the council’s spending plans for the 
2013/14 budget, broken down by fulfilment need type? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
As a result of the welfare reforms introduced by the Conservative/Liberal Democrat 
government and backed every step of the way by Southwark Liberal Democrats 
and Simon Hughes, the council has made full use of its discretionary housing 
payment (DHP) allocation of £331,962 for 2012/13 and has in fact spent a further 
£30,000, made available through the council's own resources in housing options.    
  
The DHP allocation for 2013/14 will be £1,119,665 comprising:  
 
Local housing 
allowance reforms            

£200,000 

Social size criteria    £213,000 
Benefit cap               £562,500 
At risk group             £144,165 
  
In addition we have created a £800,000 welfare hardship fund to help vulnerable 
residents in Southwark who are at risk of being made homeless, which Southwark 
Liberal Democrats have opposed. 
 
SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION FROM COUNCILLOR ANOOD AL-SAMERAI 
FOR THE LEADER 
 
Thanks very much Madam Mayor.  As you know at the previous council meeting I 
had said that we were very keen to take up concerns about direct payments 
particularly in the pilot with government ministers, and although it was still a bit of a 
struggle to be honest to get information before the press releases went out, we did 
finally get some information and we fed that back to Steve Webb at the Liberal 
Democrat conference in Brighton a couple of weeks ago and we have had some 
positive noises about flexibility around direct payments. 
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If there are other things that are generally concerning this administration it seems 
to me a sensible way forward that we try and use cross party ways of raising this, 
so can I ask the Leader if he would be willing to do that in the coming few months 
so that we are able to take up concerns with central government in a constructive 
and not just about press releases manner? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
I will always join with Councillor Al-Samerai in seeking to lobby government that 
they are wrong in what they are doing in terms of welfare reform changes and they 
are wrong in terms of cutting our budget back by £18 million over the last three 
years.   
 
It is a pity she has not been quite so eager to lobby government up to now on 
some of those issues, but if she is sensible and serious about wanting to tackle 
some of the problems which are undoubtedly going to be a consequence of 
changes to welfare benefit payments gong forward I will more than happily work 
with her, because I do think it is important that the residents of the borough hear 
that all of their councillors are standing up for them and not just Labour councillors, 
although Labour councillors will always do it on our own if we have to.  We are 
happy to stand up for our residents whatever the circumstances. 

 
5. QUESTION TO THE LEADER FROM COUNCILLOR REBECCA LURY 
 

After the opposition spokesperson for resources and housing investment poured 
scorn on the idea that parents in Southwark are using money saved from Labour’s 
free, healthy school meals to pay for dancing classes, is the leader aware that 
Liberal Democrat run Sutton Council paid for children to have ballroom dancing 
classes because it helped “to engage those who might not enjoy more traditional 
school sports like football or rounders to get fit and stay healthy”? 

 
RESPONSE 

 
I was not aware of this scheme but it demonstrates how out of touch Southwark 
Liberal Democrats are – even with their own party colleagues. 
 
Rather than mocking the fact that a parent in Southwark has been able to use 
money saved from Labour’s free, healthy school meals to pay for her kids to take 
part in a fun and healthy activity perhaps Southwark Liberal Democrats should 
actually listen to what parents, teachers, students, the Children’s Society, the 
government and even Simon Hughes are saying and drop their ridiculous 
opposition to free, healthy school meals. 
 
SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION FROM COUNCILLOR REBECCA LURY FOR 
THE LEADER 
 
Yes I do Madam Mayor.  Does the leader agree with me that if Councillor McNally 
and his Liberal Democrat colleagues continue to oppose Labour’s free healthy 
school meals that this will be their last tango in Southwark? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
Yes thank you very much Councillor Lury.  Yes, well maybe it will be the case that 
the Liberal Democrats in Southwark will be tangoed as a consequence of their 
opposition at this incredibly popular and forward thinking policy. 
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6. QUESTION TO THE LEADER FROM COUNCILLOR ADELE MORRIS 

 
What proportion of residential units in new developments does the council estimate 
will be sold to foreign investors?  How will the council ensure that those homes will 
not be bought up as asset investments and left long-term empty? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
The council does not hold information on foreign investment in Southwark 
properties.  While our records show where properties are empty, this can be for a 
number of reasons and is not a reliable measure of the extent of foreign 
investment.  The council does not have legal powers under planning or any other 
legislation to control who buys property on the open market.  
 
Nonetheless, it is fair to estimate that in the prime residential sector, represented in 
Southwark by the highest value developments along the river, sales to foreign 
investors make up a significant proportion.  We are turning this situation to our 
advantage by using planning agreements with developers of a handful of the most 
valuable riverside sites to fund the delivery of 1,000 new council homes in 
Southwark over the next eight years – more than have been built in London in the 
last 10 years.  These council homes will be built across the borough, from Long 
Lane to East Dulwich, and represent the biggest council house building 
programme of its kind in the country. 
 
Unfortunately, the Liberal Democrats have opposed our method of funding new 
council homes, meaning – until they come up with an alternative way of paying for 
it – they are opposed to building 1,000 new council homes in this borough. 
 
SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION FROM COUNCILLOR ADELE MORRIS FOR 
THE LEADER 
 
Yes thank you Madam Mayor; and I don’t really thank the leader for his answer 
because I am actually quite shocked by it.  While other leaders in London and the 
GLA and other academics and various other people are talking about the issue that 
we have potentially 60% of our central London properties being bought up by 
foreign investors and potentially not then renting them out but just sat on. 
 
But you don’t seem to care at all; in fact you have quite blatantly said you will take 
the money and spend it on council housing elsewhere in the borough.  Are you not 
ashamed of yourself to be treating communities in the north with such disrespect 
that you really don’t care, and are not interested in looking for – do you not care, is 
my question, that anything goes when there are things that the planning officers 
can do and our planning policies can implement and you don’t seem interested? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
Thank you very much Councillor Morris for that very temperate question.  I am not 
ashamed of wanting to see investment in this borough which brings jobs and 
growth and genuine affordable housing to residents in our borough.  If she had her 
way I know there would be no new homes in the north of the borough because she 
systematically opposes virtually every new development in the north of the 
borough on the basis that she is standing up for her residents.  No.  Her residents 
want to see investments in to the borough which brings jobs and growth, and that 
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is what we are about.  And yes, the investment which comes from new housing in 
the north of the borough, which is bought by foreign investors in certain 
circumstances, will pay for a thousand new council homes, not just in the north of 
the borough but right across the borough and that has to be good news. 
 
Look, I do take her point seriously about empty properties and I think we do have 
to look as a council at the possibility of what we can do with council tax etc, to 
penalise those purchasers so that they are not leaving their properties empty.   
 
But if she is inviting me to say that we cannot have foreign investment in property 
in Southwark I am going to say no.  I think that is wrong.  It means we will not get 
development and investment in our borough, we will not get the jobs and the 
growth we need.  This is an administration which is focusing on jobs and growth 
and that is what we will deliver. 
 

7. QUESTION TO THE LEADER FROM COUNCILLOR CLEO SOANES 
 

How many signatures has the leader collected for his online petition to extend the 
Bakerloo line to Camberwell and Peckham?  How does he plan to advance the 
campaign?      
 
RESPONSE 
 
As it stands my petition has collected 2,177 signatures, just 323 from its target. 
While I would encourage those who have not already done so to sign up, I believe 
the level of support the petition has already received demonstrates the 
overwhelming support for this scheme among Southwark residents.  
 
We are working with Transport for London (TfL) and Lewisham Council to develop 
the case for the Bakerloo Line extension. We are working with TfL on a study 
looking at: 
 
• options for the route taking account of planning policies and future 

development potential 
• wider social factors – employment, education, health, environment 
• funding potential. 

 
Southwark officers are commissioning studies to enhance this work with more 
detailed examination of the economic benefits and the ways in which funding 
options will impact on Southwark. 
 
Crucially, I have now also secured a commitment from the Mayor of London for the 
extension of the Bakerloo line as well as his Chief of Staff.  I have also spoken to 
the Transport Minister for London, Stephen Hammond MP, who has agreed to 
meet with me once the business case has been prepared. 
 
I am thrilled that we are closer than ever before to delivering the tube to 
Camberwell and Peckham.  The jobs, growth and opportunity it will bring to this 
part of South London will be a lasting legacy for the people of Southwark.  

 
SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION FROM COUNCILLOR CLEO SOANES FOR 
THE LEADER 
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Yes Madam Mayor. I would like to thank the leader for his comprehensive 
response to my question. 
 
In the final paragraph of his statement he claims that we are much closer to 
delivering a tube to Camberwell and Peckham; I would like to know how much 
closer?  Thank you. 
 
RESPONSE 
 
Somebody said “about two foot.” I would like to thank Councillor Soanes for her 
supplementary, obviously I was absolutely delighted that we have got the Mayor of 
London’s support for this project going forward, I don’t pretend for a moment that 
this is a done deal and the contracts are signed and the tunnelling has begun, but 
there are three elements that we need to get supporting this campaign; the Mayor 
of London, TFL and the government.   
 
We have got the Mayor of London firmly on board, and only today, talking to one of 
his principal advisors who has been tasked, she has been tasked with the job of 
finding how the finance will stack up and how it is put together; and I also believe 
TFL are going to be bringing out a brief soon, also to put this business case 
together.   
 
We are closer than ever, I think, at this time to seeing this project become a reality.  
We have got it at last right at the top of the Mayor of London’s agenda.  That is 
very exciting for the residents of Southwark, very exciting for the residents of 
Lewisham; it would be exciting for the residents of Bromley, but their Conservative 
leader is utterly opposed to the extension of the Tube to Bromley – he does not 
want to see growth and jobs in his borough.  Well shame on him, and I hope that 
we and everyone in this room goes out and tells their friends in Bromley that their 
leader is opposing jobs and growth.  
 

8. QUESTION TO THE LEADER FROM COUNCILLOR ROBIN CROOKSHANK 
HILTON 

 
Can the leader provide an update on discussions with the Metropolitan Police 
Service (MPS) about establishing a Dulwich safer neighbourhood team patrol base 
at the gatehouse of the Dulwich Hospital site on East Dulwich Grove? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
The discussions with the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) are that they will be 
retaining the safer neighbourhood team base at Seeley Drive.  This will act as a 
patrol based for the Dulwich areas.  Options for a contact point in Dulwich library 
are being pursued. 
 
The MPS Southwark Borough Commander has told us that there is no operational 
requirement for him to use Dulwich hospital and feels that spending monies on a 
facility the MPS do not want would be a waste of public funds.  
 
The current police safer neighbourhood team base in Dulwich is being retained 
and Dulwich Library has the capacity to provide a contact point. 
 
SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION FROM COUNCILLOR ROBIN CROOKSHANK 
HILTON FOR THE LEADER 
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Thank you Madam Mayor and I thank the Leader for his answer, I just wanted to 
ask a supplemental.  I was quite astonished to hear from Councillor Mitchell that 
he had just spoken to the Borough Commander and he did not seem to be aware 
of the fact that we could pay a one-off capital payment for the Gate House and just 
to underscore this point: for £150,000 we can have the Gate House for either five 
years full use or ten years shared use and includes all the services, electricity, 
heating, cleaning of offices; all they have to do is put police in there. It has the 
facility to provide a front counter, a private room for victim support, plus it can 
actually store all of our bits and pieces we bought from CGS, our speed guns and 
our thermal imaging supplies, and it can actually act as a patrol base. 
 
My question is, the Deputy Mayor is in favour of this.  Can we please sit down with 
you and us and the Borough Commander and actually really go through this?  
Because it is such a good solution to the problem, it’s creative and it’s positive. 
 
RESPONSE 
 
I want to thank Councillor Crookshank Hilton for her supplementary question.  Well 
look, what I would say about this – I’ve already made observations about Dulwich 
Hospital – what I would say about this particular site: we are not standing in the 
way of what might happen with the Gate House and what might happen with the 
police premises in East Dulwich.  We have made, I think, the incredibly generous 
and sensible offer of £750,000 to MOPAC and the Met Police to cover the capital 
costs of premises in across the borough and it really is up to MOPAC and the Met 
Police to come back with a positive response to that.  We are not opposed to any 
proposal which sees policing continue across our borough.  We want to see that 
continued police presence; we always have.  So if the Met Police and MOPAC can 
make it work, the money is there for it to happen. 

 
9. QUESTION TO THE LEADER FROM COUNCILLOR MARK WILLIAMS 
 

Can the leader provide information on resident satisfaction with street cleanliness?  
How does this compare with the last five years? 

 
RESPONSE 
 
We only have tracker data going back to 2009 and this is set out in the table below 

 
Date Sep-09 Jan-10 Mar-10 Nov-10 Mar-11 Oct-11 Apr-12 Oct-12
Percentage satisfaction 84 89 86 81 89 83 92 84  
 

The seasonal dip seen each autumn is believed to be as a result of leaf fall making 
the streets look scruffy. 
 
This demonstrates a rising trend in satisfaction with street cleanliness in 
Southwark. While this is something of which we can all be proud – and I praise the 
work of our street cleaning teams – we will continue to be vigilant in this area and 
ensure Southwark remains one of the cleanest boroughs in London. 

 
10. QUESTION TO THE LEADER FROM COUNCILLOR LISA RAJAN 
 

What would be the cost of replacing all the black tarmac repairs to the red brick 
paving in the streets around Greenland and South Docks in Surrey Docks ward 
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with original style red bricks, so as to restore the character of the area?  Would he 
give consideration to undertaking this work? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
The black tarmac repairs to the red brick paving on the streets around Greenland 
and South Docks are usually as a result of tree root disruption or local subsidence. 
It is impossible to replace the dislodged paving units without significant tree root 
removal which could destabilise the tree and require its removal; hence the black 
tarmac option.  A major problem in this area is that the bricks have been laid on 
inadequate foundations, usually a 400mm sand bed.  This has lead to widespread 
subsidence problems. 
  
In recent months we have undertaken extensive works in the area. In Finland 
Street and South Sea Street, we used a red tarmac repair option.  In Rope Street, 
which was a community council capital funded scheme, we lifted and replaced the 
red bricks on a concrete foundation.  However, the latter was significantly more 
costly.  Any blacktop repairs which are excavated and replaced with the original 
red bricks would require a similar concrete foundation to prevent future 
subsidence. 
  
For areas where black tarmac has been used to replace dislodged bricks, the total 
cost for replacing the bricks would be £15,530 at current contract rates.  For areas 
where red tarmac has been used, the total cost for replacing with red bricks would 
be £244,355.  However, for the reasons stated above, this would require potential 
tree removals where the root systems would have to be trimmed to accommodate 
the bricks and associated foundation work.  These costs are not included in the 
provided figures. 
  
Cleaner, greener, safer funding is available to community councils for this type of 
work, as demonstrated by the £50,000 scheme in Rope Street. 

 
11. QUESTION TO THE LEADER FROM COUNCILLOR ROSIE SHIMELL 
 

What consideration has the leader given to using the Mandela Way car pound as a 
site for a new school?  Does he agree that any council land being considered for 
disposal should also be considered for new school sites? 

 
RESPONSE 
 
Any council land being considered for disposal is subject to review of need across 
the council's services whether that is for housing, uses to create employment and 
economic activity or indeed school places.  
 
The council is actively looking at options to open a new primary school in 
Bermondsey as well as identifying a number of existing schools for expansion 
meaning the use of Mandela Way for a new school is not necessary.  
 
Furthermore, Mandela Way is identified in the council's planning policy as a 
preferred industrial location, to provide places for businesses and industry. 
Southwark Liberal Democrats should already be aware of this as it is in the 
Southwark Plan which they agreed in 2007.  

 
12. QUESTION TO THE LEADER FROM COUNCILLOR JONATHAN MITCHELL 
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How many people on the electoral roll have chosen to opt out of having their data 
used for commercial purposes?  How many times has the council sold the edited 
register to third parties in each of the past three financial years (2010/11 to 
2012/13), and what was the total sum received for this information by the council in 
each of these years? 

 
RESPONSE 

 
The number of electors who have opted out of the edited register, and thereby 
chosen not to have their name and address used for commercial purposes is as 
follows: 

 
 
This information is for the revised register published on 15 January 2013 – the 
publication of the register was delayed from 1 December 2012. 
 
The edited register has been sold to third parties for the following total amounts, 
and on the number of occasions indicated, as follows: 

 
Edited Register – Sale to Third Parties 

 

Year 

Number of sales 
(borough and 

specified wards) Amount (£) 
2010/11 5 381.50 
2011/12 4 276.50 
2012/13 2 149.00 
TOTAL   807.00 

 
The councillor may also be interested to see indicative data for the three years 
prior to 2010/11: 
 

Edited Register – Sale to Third Parties 
 

Year 

Number of sales 
(borough and 

specified wards) Amount (£) 
2007/08 4 377.00 
2008/09 2 179.50 
2009/10 5 518.50 
TOTAL   1,075.00 

 
13. QUESTION TO THE LEADER FROM COUNCILLOR NICK STANTON 

(BERMONDSEY AND ROTHERHITHE COMMUNITY COUNCIL) 

2013 Register details 
 

Total number of electors (January 2013 register) 203,618 
Total number of electors with Z markers (January 2013 
register) 127,935 
Total number of electors on the edited register (January 2013 
register) 75,683 
Percentage of electors with Z markers (January 2013 
register) 62.83% 
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What can the council do to help Southwark police with their front counter provision, 
in light of the proposed closure of Rotherhithe police station? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
As part of the savings in rent we have made through the purchase of Tooley Street 
we have offered the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) up to £750,000 to fund 
replacement front counters in Southwark, including in Rotherhithe. 
 
Officers have being actively pursuing potential neighbourhood policing team bases 
in Rotherhithe that can offer some form of front counter or contact point provision. 
There are two potential locations that we are working on, Seven Islands leisure 
centre and retail space through Hyde Housing.  Officers are working on these 
options at this time and liaising with the MPS central property division on the 
option at Seven Islands.  Options for a contact point at Canada Water library are 
also being discussed. 
 
In the meantime officers have been advised that the current neighbourhood 
policing team base at Rotherhithe police station will be retained until a viable 
alternative is found.  
 
Of course, if Southwark Liberal Democrats and their party colleague, Simon 
Hughes, had not supported the government’s decision to cut the MPS’s budget by 
20% we might be in a situation where Rotherhithe police station would still be 
open.  I am sure Liberal Democrat councillors will be happy to explain to residents 
in Rotherhithe that the closure of their local police station was a necessary part of 
their government’s failed economic policy to deal with the deficit. 
 
SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION FROM COUNCILLOR NICK STANTON FOR 
THE LEADER (BERMONDSEY AND ROTHERHITHE COMMUNITY COUNCIL) 
 
Can I ask the leader what response he has had since this answer was given, to 
the proposal to relocate the front counter to the Seven Islands Leisure Centre; and 
I think I am right in saying that the £750,000 comes from the very wise purchase of 
Tooley Street which was only made possible to the fact that under the previous 
administration the decision was taken to move to Tooley Street in the first place?   
 
RESPONSE 
 
Well, I would not want to put the leader of the previous administration in the 
position where – look, I don’t think there is any significant update since this 
answer.  We have made this offer to the police, if there is any further update 
Councillor Livingstone can provide it very briefly, would that be helpful? 
 
RESPONSE FROM THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE, RESOURCES 
AND COMMUNITY SAFETY 
 
Just very briefly in terms of the safer neighbourhood team base, we took the police 
with our officers to look at the site last week.  We think this could be a solution that 
works.  We are going to have to work with the entrenched bureaucracy of the 
Metropolitan police which is quite Byzantine in how it operates, but we are hopeful 
we will find a solution.  We are working very constructively with the police to 
ensure that neighbourhood base can be secured as we discussed earlier, and we 
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are looking at what we can do about a contact point in Canada Water Library as 
well to provide that service for local people. 

 
14. QUESTION TO THE LEADER FROM COUNCILLOR ROBIN CROOKSHANK 

HILTON (DULWICH COMMUNITY COUNCIL) 
 
Would the leader of the council please provide the evidence, broken down by the 
original eight community council designations and contrasted to the record of main 
planning committee, for his statement in a letter of 21 December 2012 (responding 
to a letter from the chairs of the Dulwich Society and the Turney Road Residents 
Association of 4 December 2012) that the council were "the unsuccessful 
respondents in a disproportionate number of planning appeals in respect of 
matters determined at community council planning committees" and the cost of the 
cases by community council designation? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
Whilst it is recognised that local knowledge is sometimes helpful in decision-
making for planning applications that are finely balanced, the number of 
applications allowed on appeal where community councils were the decision 
maker have, in the main, been costly to the council in respect to the resources 
required to submit and give evidence in defence of appeals.  In some cases where 
the council decision was considered unreasonable by the Inspectorate, the council 
was ordered to pay the associated costs of the appellant.  These extraordinary 
costs paid out to appellants amounted to £6,487.50 for the last fiscal year 
reporting.  
 
In fiscal year 2011 to 2012, there were a total of 15 appeals against decisions 
taken by community councils.  Out of these 15 cases, 60% were allowed by an 
Inspector.  If one looks to the number of decisions overturning the officer 
recommendation (11 of these 15 cases), the record is worse with 64% of the 
appeal cases being allowed. In respect to overturns by the Dulwich community 
council, 75% of cases were allowed on appeal.  
 
Turning to the main planning committee in comparison, for the same period, there 
was only one appeal which was dismissed by the Inspector.  There were no 
overturns of an officer recommendation and no award of costs.  Set out in the 
following table is the information broken down by the eight community councils.  
 

Appeals against decisions made by community councils and planning committee 
2011/2012 
 
 
 

Officer rec. to grant 
Decision – refused 

Officer rec. to refuse 
Decision – refused 

All decisions 

Decision 
level 
 

Appeal 
allowed 

Appeal 
dismissed 

Appeal 
allowed 

Appeal 
dismissed 

Appeal 
allowed 

Appeal 
dismissed 

Borough & 
Bankside 
 

1 2 1 0 2 2 

Bermondsey 
 

1 0 0 0 1 0 

Camberwell 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Officer rec. to grant 
Decision – refused 

Officer rec. to refuse 
Decision – refused 

All decisions 

Dulwich 
 

2 1 0 1 2 2 

Nunhead & 
Peckham 
Rye 
 

1 1 0 1 1 2 

Peckham 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rotherhithe 
 

2 0 0 0 2 0 

Walworth 
 

0 0 1 0 1 0 

All CCs 
 

7 (64%) 4 (36%) 2 (50%) 2 (50%) 9 (60%) 6 (40%) 

Planning 
Committee 
 

0 0 0 1 (100%) 0 1 (100%) 

All decision 
levels 

7 (64%) 4 (36%) 2 (40%) 3 (60%) 9 (56%) 7 (44%) 

 
SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION FROM COUNCILLOR CROOKSHANK HILTON   
FOR THE LEADER (DULWICH COMMUNITY COUNCIL) 

 
Madam Mayor I have a supplemental, I have consulted with my colleagues, and 
they feel that just having one year of figures is not representative and can we have 
three years of figures please? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
I will see what I can do to supply those figures. 

 
15. QUESTION TO THE LEADER FROM COUNCILLOR NORMA GIBBES 

(CAMBERWELL COMMUNITY COUNCIL) 
 

Please update Camberwell community council on the council's work to lobby 
Transport for London to bring the Bakerloo line to Camberwell and onto Peckham. 

 
RESPONSE 
 
Please see answer for Question 7 

 
16. QUESTION TO THE LEADER FROM COUNCILLOR CLEO SOANES 

(PECKHAM AND NUNHEAD COMMUNITY COUNCIL) 
 

As a result of the government’s welfare reform changes, will families be forced to 
leave homes which have been expensively adapted for the needs of disabled and 
vulnerable people and how many residents of the Peckham and Nunhead 
community council will it affect? 
 
RESPONSE 
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The Conservative/Liberal Democrat government will cut housing benefit for people 
with a spare room in their social or council let home, despite its own impact 
assessment which acknowledges that there is a shortage of smaller properties for 
tenants to move to.  The infamous “bedroom tax” will make disabled people in 
council and housing association homes pay more when they need more space due 
to their disability.  Divorced parents whose kids come to stay will be affected. 
Grandparents will pay more.  And, at exactly the same time as the bedroom tax 
comes into effect the government is giving thousands of millionaires a tax cut of 
£100,000 a year. 
 
It is difficult to tell how many families may be forced to leave their home as a result 
of the bedroom tax as it will depend on personal circumstance.  What we do know 
is that, as a result of the bedroom tax, households with adaptations for the needs 
of disabled people will lose housing benefit. We are taking action to deal with this – 
creating a £800,000 welfare hardship fund as a further means to support people 
who might be at risk. 
 
Below is a table showing the number of council homes within Peckham, Nunhead 
and Peckham Rye housing management areas that have been adapted for the 
needs of disabled or vulnerable people.  It is important to note that this data is 
based on accurate updating of the rehousing database and so may not cover all 
council homes especially if the adaptions have been removed by the current 
occupant.  This does not include housing association homes – which cater for a 
large proportion of disabled residents – or private rented homes although very few 
of these are adapted for wheelchair use 
 

Peckham and Nunhead & Peckham Rye Area Special Usage 
Description Bedsit 1 bed 2 bed 3 bed 4 bed 5 bed 6 bed 
Disabled (full wheelchair) unit 0 52 35 18 11 3 2 
Disabled (non wheelchair) unit 1 22 15 25 6 1 1 
Adapted unit – showers and ramps 8 168 133 160 46 8 3 
Adapted unit – other adaptations 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
 

The table below shows the impact of the government’s welfare reforms in the five 
wards within Peckham community council area 
 
Analysis of average annual loss of benefit from 1 April /2013 by ward 

 
Ward Data 1 Bedroom 2+ Bedrooms CTRS* Benefit Cap 
Nunhead Average loss of benefit  £838.66 £1,569.32 £116.00 £4,211.03 
    No. households affected  96  32 1,523 45 
Peckham  Average loss of benefit  £799.05  £1,531.46  £117.07 £3,526.98 
 No. households affected 175 77  1,642 50 
Peckham Rye Average loss of benefit  £941.37  £1,561.21  £117.47  £5,433.65 
 No. households affected 63 24  847 21 
Livesey  Average loss of benefit £838.31 £1,454.67 £117.58 £3,765.59 
 No. households affected 194 87 1,482 41 
The Lane Average loss of benefit £854.39  £1,443.94 £116.46 £4,239.47 
 No. households affected 128   55 1,269 35 

 
*Council tax reduction scheme 

 
17. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE, RESOURCES AND 

COMMUNITY SAFETY FROM COUNCILLOR PODDY CLARK 
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What is the council doing to tackle anti social behaviour on estates in Chaucer 
ward?  How will the new complaints procedure ensure that council officers respond 
properly to anti social behaviour complaints by residents? 

 
RESPONSE 
 
The Southwark anti social behaviour unit (SASBU) works closely with the Chaucer 
safer neighbourhood team and resident involvement officers within housing to deal 
with anti social behaviour on estates and in the wider community. 
 
Since April 2012 four notices of seeking possession have been served on tenants 
responsible for causing serious nuisance in their homes.  Behaviours have 
included allowing dogs to trouble residents, rowdy behaviour associated with 
alcohol abuse, using the tenancy for cannabis cultivation and in one case allowing 
Class A drugs to be sold from the tenancy.  One premises closure order has been 
secured under the Anti Social Behaviour Act 2003 and one tenant evicted. 
 
23 acceptable behaviour contracts have been signed to deal with anti social 
behaviour (ASB) occurring in Chaucer Ward including: 
 
• Six with young people who were found to be congregating in stairwells and 

causing a nuisance  
• Two with households who were breaching their tenancy agreement and 

failing to control household members and visitors to the property 
• 15 with street drinkers and rough sleepers found in the area. 
 
In addition two ASBOs were secured against aggressive beggars and street 
drinkers who frequented Chaucer ward.  As part of the ASBOs both are excluded 
from entering Chaucer ward including the estates therein.  SASBU and police 
continue to carry out late night patrols on estates in Chaucer ward where residents 
have complained about rough sleeping and drug taking in their blocks. 
 
Southwark is committed to dealing effectively with anti social behaviour.  We do 
not anticipate that the change to a two stage complaint policy will have any impact 
on how the council responds to complaints of ASB on estates.  
 
Other steps being taken include the replacement of CCTV cameras as part of the 
council’s wider replacement programme for CCTV on estates.  Not only will this 
improve the quality of cameras but they will also be monitored live and recorded at 
the improved CCTV control room based at Southwark Police Station.   
 
The cameras on the Rockingham estate are scheduled for replacement in May 
and those for Tabard Gardens estate are scheduled for September (these dates 
are determined by the timing for the installation of microwave antennas to transmit 
pictures to the control room). 
 
A deputation from Decima Street tenants and residents association attended the 
last cabinet meeting about anti social behaviour in their area.  As a result, we are 
working with them to look at how to fund physical solutions, such as an entryphone 
system, as it is clear that the solution communicated to them by your ward 
colleague, Councillor McNally, to fund this through section 106 monies is unlikely 
to materialise in the near future. 
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The new complaints procedure is intended to offer a quicker and more streamlined 
approach to resolving customer complaints with a focus on resolution.  The council 
aims to resolve all complaints locally, however if a resident remains unhappy they 
are able to escalate their complaint to the Housing Ombudsman for review. 
 
SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION FROM COUNCILLOR PODDY CLARK TO THE 
CABINE MEMBER FOR FINANCE, RESOURCES AND COMMUNITY SAFETY 
 
Yes I do Madam Mayor.  I would like to thank Councillor Livingstone for his reply, 
although in the way it is worded, and I understand that is why that has to be issued 
separately from the document, and I would just like to pick up some thing from the 
penultimate paragraph; where you have named that Councillor McNally and the 
106 funding actually allocating money to the Decima entry phones system.  Now 
this happened before the other two Chaucer councillor were in post, so Councillor 
Hickson and myself are not aware of this.  But as I understand it the Borough and 
Bankside Community Council in 2008 agreed this funding for Decima entry phones 
and they have, it was number four on the listing, and therefore in the 106 some of 
these have already been put into place. 
 
So why are you saying that, that answer, that the money was going from 106 is 
unlikely to materialise when some of the money has already been allocated?  
Thank you. 
 
RESPONSE 
 
I would like to thank Councillor Clark for her supplementary question.  I am a great 
fan of the project bank process and indeed as I am sure Councillor Clark will know, 
it actually originated around parts of Chaucer ward and Grange in the first place 
with the workers, the West Bermondsey Community Forum and I know that very 
well because I was one of the people who came up with the idea of the project 
bank in the first place. 
 
The project bank has its limitations.  It is only a list of potential projects which then 
need to be matched up again against potential 106 projects to come along, so in 
any case whenever the 106 could have come along is not dependant on where it is 
ranked by the community council, it is dependent on when there are relevant 
developments being brought forward that can provide that 106 money. 
 
Now, unfortunately the 106 money it looks now as if it is very unlikely that it can 
ever provide for entry phone systems on council estate blocks and so that is why 
the statement is there. 
 
 As I put it, I am not trying to make any comment about people’s motives in saying 
things to tenants and residents associations when they make those statements, 
what I am trying to point out is that that money was extremely unlikely ever to be 
able to come forward in the way it was suggested to the tenants and residents of 
Decima Street, and therefore it is absolutely right that we as a cabinet have agreed 
to work with the tenants and residents association to find what other ways can be 
put forward to ensure that the entry phone which I think that we all recognise there 
is a strong case for can be put in place on the Decima Estate.  So that is all my 
statement means, is the fact that the project bank has its limitations and section 
106 has its limitations.  It is clear because of those limitations this work could not 
be brought forward through the project bank and section 106 we understand, and 
therefore it is absolutely right that we are working on a different solution so we can 
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help the residents of Decima Street who have suffered far too long with anti social 
behaviour. 
 

18. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE, RESOURCES AND 
COMMUNITY SAFETY FROM COUNCILLOR PAUL KYRIACOU 

 
What consultation was carried out regarding the planned relocation of the hostel 
for offenders to the Old Kent Road? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
The “hostel for offenders” which the councillor refers to is an approved facility 
currently located within the first phase of the Aylesbury regeneration area.  It is 
operated by the Probation Trust and the site is held on a long lease by the Ministry 
of Justice.  The facility provides accommodation for up to 30 offenders who have 
completed their prison sentence.  
 
A drop-in consultation on the option of using this site for the re-provision of Ellison 
House was held for local residents in February and officers attended a further 
meeting to discuss this proposal in March.  The views of local residents have now 
been taken into account and the use of this site has now been reconsidered. 
Officers will now look at the possible alternatives use for this site including housing 
that will contribute to the regeneration of the area.  The re-provision of Ellison 
House within the Aylesbury area will also be reviewed.   
 
In addition to the drop-in consultation, briefings were offered to local MPs and 
Bermondsey councillors as well as an offer to attend Bermondsey and Rotherhithe 
community council, which was declined – at which point a drop-in consultation was 
proposed as an alternative. 

 
19. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE, RESOURCES AND 

COMMUNITY SAFETY FROM COUNCILLOR PAUL NOBLET 
 
How many complaints have been received by the council relating to rogue 
landlords in each of the past three financial years (2010/11 to 2012/13)? How 
many successful prosecutions were recorded in each of these years? 

 
RESPONSE 
 
Rogue landlords often provide accommodation in overcrowded properties that are 
also unsafe for habitation and this presents a great concern for us.  Our aim is to 
safeguard the health, safety and welfare of private tenants and take appropriate 
enforcement action against irresponsible landlords who place tenants in harms 
way. 
 
The figures for complaints from tenants against a landlord due to the condition of 
their accommodation, for each three years are: 
 
2010/11 766 
2011/12 832 
2012/13 (from April 2012 to February 2013) 824 
 
The council carries out formal actions where environmental health officers have 
formally requested the landlord to carry out works as they have refused or ignored 
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requests from the tenants. The figures for formal actions for each of the three 
years are: 
 
2010/11 58 
2011/12 246 
2012/13 (to the end of February 2013) 185 
 
Figures for prosecutions of landlords: 
 
2010/11 0 
2011/12 4 
2012/13 (from April 2012 to February 2013) 6 
 
I commend the work of the fraud team, other council departments and our partners 
in targeting areas where there are a high number of properties let by rogue 
landlords.   We have worked closely with the local safer neighbourhood teams, the 
UK Border Agency and the London Fire Brigade who have been fundamental in 
getting these prosecutions.  This partnership approach is helping to stamp out the 
problem.  
 
I am pleased that our work in responding to rogue landlords has been recognised 
by the Department of Communities and Local Government, and additional funding 
has been received to fully investigate and crack down on this problem. We have 
also acquired a thermal imaging map of the borough alongside a mapping dataset 
which shows all outhouses, sheds and garages so that we can target areas where 
we believe rogue landlords may be renting out accommodation that is not suitable 
for residential use.  

 
20. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE, RESOURCES AND 

COMMUNITY SAFETY FROM COUNCILLOR TIM MCNALLY 
 

How much surplus cash is there in the housing revenue account?  What is the 
predicted surplus for 2013/14? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
The housing revenue account (HRA) holds reserves and working balances to 
protect against financial risks and exceptional events given the scale and 
complexity of housing services and investment commitments.  HRA reserves as at 
31 March 2012 stood at £27.5m of which £16.8m is committed and £10.7m is 
uncommitted.  This is broadly comparable with the council’s general fund in 
percentage terms, but ranks twelfth lowest of the 29 London boroughs (as a 
percentage of gross expenditure).  To put this in context, Southwark is the fourth 
largest housing authority in the country and the largest in the capital (in terms of 
stock and gross HRA expenditure).  Moving to the inner and greater London 
averages would require Southwark to increase reserves to £67.2m and £55.4m 
respectively.   
 
In common with other local authorities, the council anticipates considerable 
pressure on rent arrears as a result of welfare reform policies being implemented 
by central government during the course of 2013/14, and has prudently increased 
its provisions in this regard accordingly.  Clearly, the policies of the coalition 
government in this regard are increasing the risk for the authority on levels of rent 
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collection and it would be irresponsible not to make some provision within the HRA 
to address this significant risk. 
 
Over the last decade, audited HRA reserve balances were as listed below: 

 
 Earmarked 

£m 
Non-earmarked 

£m 
Total 
£m 

31 March 2002 4.8 4.4 9.2 
31 March 2003 13.5 9.2 22.7 
31 March 2004 23.9 13.9 37.8 
31 March 2005 18.0 9.5 27.5 
31 March 2006 24.4 7.6 32.0 
31 March 2007 31.7 5.7 37.4 
31 March 2008 24.7 5.7 30.4 
31 March 2009 13.9 4.3 18.2 
31 March 2010 11.7 2.4 14.1 
31 March 2011 19.0 1.6 20.6 
31 March 2012 23.9 3.6 27.5 

 
21. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE, RESOURCES AND 

COMMUNITY SAFETY FROM COUNCILLOR GRAHAM NEALE 
 

How much has the council spent dealing with illegal fly-tipping in each of the past 
three years?  How many successful prosecutions has the council made for illegal 
fly-tipping in each of the past three years? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
Enforcement in relation to fly tipping is dealt with across several different services 
areas that carry out a range of environmental enforcement, prevention and 
educational duties.  The cleansing teams for example, collect fly tips along with 
other waste across the borough such as the bags from litter bins, waste collected 
by our street cleaners and commercial waste.  As a result, it is not possible to 
separate out exactly how much of the budget is spent purely on illegal fly-tipping.  
However, the resources deployed to clear fly tips have not been changed since 
2008. 
 
The number of reports received from residents in the last three years has fallen 
from 5,500 in 2010/11 to 3,970 in 2012/13, which suggests that the problem with 
fly tipping in the borough is reducing.  The council’s cleaning team are very 
efficient in responding to concerns of fly tips; with more than 98% of tips being 
removed within 24 hours of a report.  
 
Residents and the public are well informed about the dangers of fly tipping and 
how illegally dropped waste encourages the look and feel of an unkempt and 
unsafe environment.  Those caught illegally fly tipping face a number of sanctions, 
including being issued with a fixed penalty notice and vehicles being used for fly 
tipping being seized and/or crushed. 
 
This year there has been one successful prosecution for an eight wheel lorry, 
dumping two loads.  A £1,500 fine, £15 surcharge and £1,033 legal costs were 
issued.  
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We have also been using stronger fixed penalty notice (FPN) powers under 
Section 34 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990.  This is designed to target 
producers of controlled waste that have no legal way of disposing of their waste 
(i.e. to target waste producers before they fly tip).  An officer issues a ‘Producer’ 
and failure to produce waste documents results in a £300 FPN being issued.  
 
A three year breakdown is noted below.     
 
 Section 34s issued 

 
FPNs issued 

01/04/2010 to 31/03/2011 
 

181 48 

01/04/2011 to 31/03/2012 
 

162 22 

01/04/2012 to 21/03/2013 
 

381 67 

 
22. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE, RESOURCES AND 

COMMUNITY SAFETY FROM COUNCILLOR DAN GARFIELD 
 

What work is being done to provide community safety reassurance for residents 
living on the Aylesbury Estate? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
Considerable work has been done to provide reassurance for the residents of 
Aylesbury Estate following the tragic murder of Dogan Ismail in December 2012. 
 
A multi agency action group has been established, chaired by Councillor Lauder, to 
oversee this work and an action plan has been drawn up. 
 
The following has been implemented: 
 
• A warden service has been introduced to the estate to provide an increased 

visible presence, to  gather intelligence and to engage with the community 
• CCTV has been installed in critical locations in and around the Aylesbury 

Estate. Four cameras are already installed and a further three cameras will 
be added following consultation with local residents.  The cameras are 
monitored at the council’s CCTV suite 

• Southwark anti social behaviour unit (SASBU) have a dedicated anti social 
behaviour (ASB) officer working on the estate.  As well as liaising closely with 
resident officers in housing, he also works closely with police to co-ordinate 
enforcement against offenders on the estate and those coming in to the area 
to offend and cause ASB 

• A dedicated safer neighbourhood police team has been established for 
Faraday Ward with one additional police constable and one additional police 
community support officer allocated to the team 

• A dedicated ASB reporting line has been established for Aylesbury residents 
to report issues.  This phone line is located with the housing area office and 
calls responded to within 24 hours  

• Early morning patrols have taken place on the estate involving police, 
wardens, SASBU and community safety’s migrants impact worker to identify 
rough sleepers and disrupt them whilst signposting them to support services 
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• The eXceL Project (XLP) Youth providers are now based on the estate 
engaging with young people at a street based level 

• ‘Redeeming Our Communities‘, a charitable organisation who undertake 
restorative justice work, have been engaged to work with Aylesbury residents 
to introduce restorative justice and neighbourhood panels on the estate 

• Funding has been secured to run youth programmes on the estate for Easter 
and Summer 2013 

• DNA property marking has been offered to residents on the estate as part of 
an initiative to drive down burglary. 

 
There is ongoing work to develop other projects to support the area including:  

 
• Introducing ‘Growing Against Gangs’ targeted provision for pupils at 

Walworth Academy 
• Providing a dedicated family focus officer to support the most complex 

families on the estate 
• Creating a forum for young people to have input into the action plan, working 

with the principal of Walworth Academy to achieve this; this is part of ongoing 
partnership work with the principal at Walworth Academy 

• The establishment of a neighbourhood watch scheme to cover the estate. 
 

Officers from the Metropolitan Police Service, housing, regeneration, community 
safety and Creation Trust meet on a fortnightly basis to drive forward the Aylesbury 
Action Plan and to review crime and ASB levels, targeting resources across the 
estate as required. 
 
Feedback from Creation Trust is that residents have recognised the increase in 
visible presence and activity in the area and have reported increased reassurance.  

 
23. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE, RESOURCES AND 

COMMUNITY SAFETY FROM COUNCILLOR NEIL COYLE 
 

Can he outline the council's preparations for implementing the government's poorly 
analysed welfare cuts, including plans to make monthly payments into individuals' 
bank accounts? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
The council has been one of six demonstration projects nationally for the direct 
payments for housing benefits to individuals’ bank accounts rather than landlords.  
The project has been running since June last year. 
 
The experiences of these pilots have exposed significant problems with the 
government proposals for those direct payments. 
 
Of the Department of Work and Pensions initial sample of 1,474 Southwark 
tenants, only 805 (55%) were judged capable of receiving direct payments under 
the project.  Despite this sifting, rent collection for this group has been 88%, 
compared to the 98% the council achieves across its total stock.   
 
This suggests that arrears would increase by £14m per year if direct payments 
were applied to all our tenants. 
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It is worth stating that this is, if anything, a slightly rosy picture of the current 
arrears arising from the project, as any tenant who falls eight weeks into arrears is 
automatically switched back out of the project and into direct payment to the 
landlord.  To date, 89 of the 805 Southwark council tenants within the project are 
‘switchbacks’, meaning that only 716 tenants are continuing within the project, less 
than half the original sample. 
 
The council has also written to households impacted by the introduction of the 
bedroom tax to explain this to them and what options could be available to them to 
help them address the shortfall, such as a mutual exchange or taking in a lodger, 
where it is safe to do so.   
 
We are also working with advice services, such as the Citizens Advice Bureau, to 
provide advice and support. 

 
24. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE, RESOURCES AND 

COMMUNITY SAFETY FROM COUNCILLOR NICK DOLEZAL 
 

Can the cabinet member outline how the council is responding to the Mayor of 
London's police and crime plan? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
The Mayor’s police and crime plan, published on Monday, sought to identify a set 
of goals and objectives to tackle crime and make London a safer place, but we are 
concerned that with the disparity in demographics across London, that it is unlikely 
that a one size fits all approach would work as there are a wide range of priorities 
and competing demands across this diverse city.  
 
We have addressed, amongst other points, the following key areas in our response 
to the Mayor’s consultation: 
 
• The need to acknowledge that effective crime reduction is more successful 

through a strong partnership approach.  As well as the council, the probation 
service, fire service, health sector and the voluntary sector have been key 
contributors that have helped to shape and deliver innovative programmes to 
make people feel safe and reduce reoffending.  The current plan makes little 
reference to the role of councils or voluntary organisations and does not have 
the feel of an inclusive plan which can reduce crime and anti social 
behaviour, and support victims. 

 
• Ensuring that Southwark receives the number of police officers that it needs 

to address the crime and anti social behaviour issues that it faces as one of 
the capital’s busiest inner London boroughs.  An increase of two officers from 
814 to 816 is wholly unsatisfactory, when just over three years ago the total 
number of officers accounted for over 900.   This is particularly important if 
the Mayor is to focus officers to meet his own policing and crime priorities for 
London as a whole, in particular violent crime and crimes where young 
people are the victims. 

 
• The loss of safer neighbourhood teams, to be replaced by a single PC and 

PCSO, will leave an inadequate community policing capacity to meet the 
needs of Southwark, particularly in our higher crime wards.  It is clear that 
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many otherwise intractable issues have only been resolved in recent years 
through the ward-level team approach giving sufficient localised capacity. 

 
• The 20-20-20 targets for reducing crime, improving victim satisfaction and 

improving criminal justice outcomes are unrealistic and appear to be political 
sound bites rather than based in and analytical evidence.  In addition, the 
basket of seven priority crimes set out in the plan do not fully reflect the 
overall priorities set by the London Criminal Justice Board, the GLA crime 
priorities, or those of London boroughs. A better basket of indicators, which 
would tackle the crimes that matter to Londoners most would be: 

 
o Burglary 
o Street crime including robbery 
o Youth crime 
o Weapon crime (gun and knife crime) 
o Group offending 
o Violence with injury (including domestic violence) 
o Harassment (including a reduction in the number of repeat victims 

of anti social behaviour). 
 

• In addition I have written to the Deputy Mayor to outline our offer of one-off 
money, from the savings generated through the purchase of 160 Tooley 
Street, for community safety initiatives, with the police having first call on this 
money for capital works to provide neighbourhood policing bases and contact 
points so that our community can keep the necessary police presence in 
areas where police stations may be closed. 

 
Sadly, it appears that the Mayor has paid scant attention to these critical points.  

 
25. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE, RESOURCES AND 

COMMUNITY SAFETY FROM COUNCILLOR DAVID NOAKES 
 

Can the leader confirm the budget, staffing levels and operating hours for 
Southwark's anti social behaviour unit (SASBU) and the noise team for each year 
from 2009-10 until the present year? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
Southwark Anti Social Behaviour Unit and Staffing Levels 
 

Year Budget          Staff numbers 
2009/10 1,090,469 16 
2010/11    986,543 16 
2011/12    845,550 12 
2012/13    790.138 12 

 
Southwark anti social behaviour unit operates during office hours from 9.00am to 
5.00pm.  However, due to the nature of the work the team do work flexibly so that 
they are able to support victims and witnesses out of office hours and to visit areas 
at times when anti social behaviour may be happening. 
 
The unit currently has 12 members of staff.  Attached to the unit are 2.5 police 
officers funded by the Metropolitan Police Service.    
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Following community safety’s re-organisation of services in 2010 SASBU deleted 
two posts: one manager post and one case officer post.  Two other posts were 
transferred to other business units within community safety. They were the ASB 
policy officer which was transferred to the community safety partnership business 
unit and the arson reduction officer post which transferred to emergency planning 
and resilience service. 
 
The council is now dealing with 28% more cases than in 2010/11 (1,884 in 
2012/13) and so it is not the case that fewer cases are being dealt with as a 
consequence of these changes. 

 
Noise Budget and Staffing Levels 

 
Year Budget          Staff numbers 
2009/10 719,158 15 
2010/11 694,770 14 
2011/12 526,178 15 
2012/13 662,117 15 

 
Noise Hours 2009-13:  

 
For the financial years 2009-2011 the environmental enforcement team delivered 
the noise function and provided a 24/7 service.  
 
The 2011 reorganisation saw the disaggregation of noise and enforcement with 
their functions being delivered by separate dedicated teams.  The 24/7 element 
was removed and a new reduced out of hours rota was drawn for the noise team. 
 
The new noise and nuisance team rota was reviewed in line with statutory 
requirements, the current financial situation, service request trends, benchmarking 
against our six nearest neighbours and best practice. 
 
From June 2011 the 24/7 element of the noise team was reduced to a daytime 
service and out of hours cover at the following times: 

 
• Sunday to Thursday 8.00pm to 2.00am 
• Friday 9.00pm to 3.00am 
• Saturday 9.00pm to 3.00am 
• Saturday daytime 1.00pm to 9.00pm 
• Sunday daytime 8.00am to 4.00pm. 

 
However, following a pilot introduced in February 2012, the operational hours were 
extended from 1 March 2012 to: 
 
• Monday to Thursday 7.00am to 2:30am 
• Friday to Saturday 7.00am to 5.00pm then 6.30pm to 4.00am 
• Sunday 8.00am to 02.30am. 

 
The changes have allowed for an increase in the number of professionally 
qualified staff in the team to improve the quality of the response.  Only 2% of calls 
have been received outside the hours of operation of the service.  All response 
targets continue to be met. 
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26. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE, RESOURCES AND 
COMMUNITY SAFETY FROM COUNCILLOR GEOFFREY THORNTON 

 
How many complaints were received by the noise team in the past year?  How 
many complaints were received outside operational hours?  What percentage of 
rapid requests received outside operational hours were responded to within the 
target timeframe? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
8,487 service requests were received by the noise team from 1 April 2012 to 20 
March 2013; 6,766 of these requested a rapid response.  Of the total rapid service 
requests, 0.3% (23 total) were received outside of operational hours, and 61% (14) 
of these were responded to within the target timeframe.  
 
The service is available between the following hours:  
 

Day From To 
Monday 7.00am 2.30am next day 
Tuesday 7.00am 2.30am next day 
Wednesday 7.00am 2.30am next day 
Thursday 7.00am 2.30am next day 
Friday daytime 7.00am  5.00pm 
Friday night 6.30pm 4.00am next day 
Saturday daytime 7.00am  5.00pm 
Saturday night 6.30pm 4.00am next day 
Sunday 8.00am 2.30am next day 
 
*No service on Christmas Day. 
 
These hours amount to 135 hours 30 minutes a week, significantly greater than 
the hours covered in our neighbouring boroughs in south London: Lambeth (98 
hours 30 minutes a week), Lewisham (76 hours 30 minutes a week), Bromley (45 
hours a week), Greenwich (88 hours 30 minutes in summer, 74 hours 30 minutes 
in the winter), Croydon (84 hours a week) and Wandsworth (95 hours a week). 
 
Eighty percent of cases reported are classified as requiring a rapid response within 
45 minutes, whilst the remaining cases require a response within three days.  The 
service continues to meet its targets for these response times: 75% for rapid 
requests and 95% for non-rapid requests. 

 
27. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE, RESOURCES AND 

COMMUNITY SAFETY FROM COUNCILLOR ELIZA MANN 
 

When will the CCTV on the Arnold estate be fixed?  Will the cabinet member 
commit to reviewing and improving CCTV across the whole estate? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
I am pleased to be able to confirm that the upgrading of the CCTV on the Arnold 
Estate is already included as part of the CCTV refresh programme that cabinet 
agreed in September.  This work will upgrade all housing estates CCTV over the 
forthcoming year, and will also include the provision of additional redeployable 
CCTV cameras.  
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The cameras on the Arnold estate are part of this programme, and are scheduled 
for replacement in the autumn by new cameras.  The work should be complete in 
November.   
 
Part of the upgrade programme is to ensure that the new cameras can be 
monitored and recorded from the council’s CCTV control room at Southwark Police 
Station, and a microwave network of antennas is being installed to provide the 
capacity to do this as part of the overall programme.  The pace of the CCTV 
replacement programme is determined by the installation of these antennas.  The 
relay antenna for Arnold Estate will be installed at Lupin Point. 
 
The full schedule of estates in the replacement programme is: 

 
By May Draper Estate, Brandon Estate, Castlemead, Wyndham & Comber 

Estate, Elmington Estate, Rockingham Estate 
By June Perronet House, Newington Estate 
By August Abbeyfield Estate, Hawkstone Estate, Osprey Estate, Silverlock 

Estate, Bonamy Estate 
By 
September 

Tabard Gardens Estate, Kipling Estate 

By 
November 

Rouel Road Estate, Longfield Estate, Arnold Estate 

By 
December 

Tustin Estate 

By 
January 

Kingswood Estate 

By 
February 

Gloucester Grove Estate 

 
In addition, there is a stock of deployable cameras as part of the programme.  Four 
of these are now operational on the Aylesbury Estate, with another three to be 
located there in April.  Four are to be located on the Manor Estate in April.  The 
others will be located later in the year on the basis of cases put forward by 
Southwark anti social behaviour unit. 
 
Finally, there is a separate programme outside of the above for cameras on the 
Four Squares Estate, which will also include John Roll Way. 

 
28. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE, RESOURCES AND 

COMMUNITY SAFETY FROM COUNCILLOR WILMA NELSON 
 

How much has been spent on a) the purchase of mousetraps and b) other pest 
control measures at council offices in the past two years? 
 
RESPONSE 

 
There are currently 34 sites that receive pest control services as a service within 
the council’s corporate cleaning contract.  The number of sites has reduced over 
this period as a result of the ongoing accommodation strategy. 
 
a) Mousetraps are not generally utilised as part of the routine and reactive pest 

control service.  However as part of a specific and additional programme of 
work at Tooley Street undertaken in January 2013 they were successfully 
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deployed in key locations within the building. The specific cost of mousetraps 
as an element of this programme was £580. 

 
b) The cost of pest control services for council sites within the contract in 

2011/12 was £31,500.  For the 2012/13 financial year we are forecasting a 
reduced cost of £28,500 due to the decrease in the number of operational 
buildings.  Expenditure for the two year period 2011/12 and 2012/13 is 
therefore expected to be £60,000. 

 
29. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE, RESOURCES AND 

COMMUNITY SAFETY FROM COUNCILLOR JAMES BARBER 
 

What breaches of confidential council-owned data have occurred since 1 January 
2011?  What measures are put in place to encrypt confidential data?  What 
process is in place to deal with incidents of sensitive data loss? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
The council operates a data protection policy which is available at: 
http://thesource/Content.asp?id=3215&cat=621  

 
The council maintains a data loss register but this only records personal data 
breaches (i.e. relating to an individual) not confidential council-owned data (i.e. 
broader ‘leaks’).  
  
As an example, the accidental posting of the regeneration agreement during the 
compulsory purchase order is not considered 'personal data' and not recorded.  
  
Since January 2011 there have been 31 potential breaches concerning personal 
data which were reported and investigated in line with the council’s data protection 
policy and the Information Commissioner’s Office were advised in each case. 
  
All staff have access to information about how to keep data safe and on the 
council’s confidentiality policy.  Staff are required to protect information and 
encrypt information, especially that which would be deemed confidential in order to 
increase the security of data and prevent unauthorised access. 

 
30. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE, RESOURCES AND 

COMMUNITY SAFETY FROM COUNCILLOR LINDA MANCHESTER 
 

Can the cabinet member please provide details of all grants which Southwark has 
applied for in the current financial year, including the funding organisation, amount 
involved and whether the application was successful or not? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
Whenever a bid is made in application for a grant, this will be accompanied by a 
contract Gateway 1 (GW1) report.  If the bid is later successful, it will be confirmed 
through a contract Gateway 2 (GW2) report, both of which are signed off by the 
relevant strategic director.  The table below provides a summary of this. 
 
Applications yet to be determined would still be subject to a GW2 report, 
depending on the success of the bid and so not all bids are able to be confirmed in 
the list below.  There can be a lengthy or short period between bid application and 
bid acceptance/decline.  
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Date 
GW1 / 
GW2 Revenue Capital Rev/Cap Description Funding Body Year 

  £ £ £    
01/06/2012 GW1  230,000  TfL Greenways TfL  

11/06/2012 GW1 150,000   
Southwark Flood Alleviation 
Scheme   

11/06/2012 GW1  5,232  Whites Ground play area Leathermarket JMB  
11/06/2012 GW1  30,000  Bethwin Road MUGA London Marathon Charitable Trust  
12/06/2012 GW1 483,848   Drug Intervention Programme Mayor of London  
28/08/2012 GW1  1,424,000  Empty Homes Programme GLA 2012-15 
14/09/2012 GW1 12,000 150,000  Southwark Park Sports Complex Sport England 2012/13 
14/09/2012 GW1 2,500   Run Athletics Activator England Athletics 2012/13 
14/09/2012 GW1 40,000   Young Roots HLF 2012-14 
14/09/2012 GW1  97,719  Camberwell Baths Sports Hall Sport England 2012/13 
14/09/2012 GW1 30,000 220,000  Southwark Park Sports Complex Mayor of London Facilities Fund 2012/13 
14/09/2012 GW1  100,000  Southwark Park Sports Complex London Marathon Charitable Trust 2012/13 

11/10/2012 GW1  31,250  
Community Learning Innovation 
Fund NIACE 2012/13 

11/10/2012 GW1  509,000  
Willowbrook Road Bridge and 
Dulwich Wood park retaining wall 

London Bridges Engineering Group 
(LoBEG) 2013/14 

17/10/2012 GW1 69,039 7,630  All about the Band Youth Music 2013-15 
30/11/2012 GW1  1,000  Belair Park Lake Planting Dulwich Society 2012/13 

07/03/2013 GW1 65,000   
Herne Hill and Comber Grove 
Flood Alleviation Scheme GLA 2012/13 

07/03/2013 GW1  10,500  

Peckham Rye Station Grand Stair 
£4,500 2011/12 and £6,000 in 
2012/13 Railway Heritage Trust 

2011/12-
2012/13 

15/03/2013 GW1  11,830  
Peckham Rye Station Grand Stair 
£10k and £1830 by email National Rail 

2011/12-
2012/13 

15/03/2013 GW1  121,700  Burgess Park BMX  
Mayor of London Play Sports Facility 
Fund 2013/14 

15/03/2013 GW1  75,000  Burgess Park BMX  London Marathon Charitable Trust 2013/14 
15/03/2013 GW1 16,408   Recycling Communication support WRAP 2012/13 
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Date 
GW1 / 
GW2 Revenue Capital Rev/Cap Description Funding Body Year 

01/06/2012 GW2 50,000   
Peckham Townscape Heritage 
Initiative HLF  

01/06/2012 GW2 78,000 360,000 438,000 Nunhead Area Renewal   
11/06/2012 GW2  5,232  Whites Ground play area Leathermarket JMB  
11/06/2012 GW2  30,000  Bethwin Road MUGA London Marathon Charitable Trust  
12/06/2012 GW2 483,848   Drug Intervention Programme Mayor of London  

18/06/2012 GW2 108,163   
Youth crime and substance 
misuse prevention 

Mayor of London (Policing and crime 
office) 2012/13 

11/10/2012 GW2 21,450   Cleaner Air 4 schools DEFRA 2012/13 

11/10/2012 GW2  31,250  
Community Learning Innovation 
Fund NIACE 2012/13 

30/11/2012 GW2  509,000  
Willowbrook Road Bridge and 
Dulwich Wood park retaining wall 

London Bridges Engineering Group 
(LoBEG) 2013/14 

30/11/2012 GW2  1,000  Belair Park Lake Planting Dulwich Society 2012/13 

07/03/2013 GW2 65,000   
Herne Hill and Comber Grove 
Flood Alleviation Scheme GLA 2012/13 

07/03/2013 GW2  10,500  

Peckham Rye Station Grand Stair 
£4,500 2011/12 and £6,000 in 
2012/13 Railway Heritage Trust 

2011/12-
2012/13 

15/03/2013 GW2  11,830  
Peckham Rye Station Grand Stair 
£10k and £1830 by email National Rail 

2011/12-
2012/13 

15/03/2013 GW2  121,700  Burgess Park BMX  
Mayor of London Play Sports Facility 
Fund 2013/14 

15/03/2013 GW2  75,000  Burgess Park BMX  London Marathon Charitable Trust 2013/14 
15/03/2013 GW2 16,408   Recycling Communication support WRAP 2012/13 
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31. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE, RESOURCES AND 

COMMUNITY SAFETY FROM COUNCILLOR  CATHERINE BOWMAN 
 

What is the average resolution time for a) members’ enquiries b) resident 
complaints in the last 12 months from the point the enquiry is made to when it is 
finally resolved, broken down by department? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
As set out in the table below, housing and community services (HCS) receives the 
majority of member enquiries (MEs) and complaints.  These statistics include 
housing repairs.  Repairs MEs and complaints are not closed until the customer 
verifies that they are happy for the matter to be closed.  If repairs were removed, 
the statistics for HCS would show 16 days to completion for complaints and eight 
days for MEs. 
 
While the chief executive’s department shows low numbers of MEs and complaints 
received, these tend to be the most complex and challenging cases, which can 
take some time to resolve, which is reflected in their statistics. 
 
The figures do not include social care as they do not log MEs in the same way as 
the rest of the council.  Additionally, management of adults’ complaints transferred 
from the primary care trust in October 2012 and it has not been possible to provide 
a full set of data.  However, children’s and adults services complaints are now 
managed by the customer resolution team who will be bringing the reporting for 
social care in line with the rest of the council. 
 

2012-13 Chief Exec Environment Finance HCS LBS Total 
MEs - Volume  103 1016 277 2938 4334 
MEs - Average working 
days to complete 20 7 6 16 14 

Complaints - Volume  136 1328 982 3646 6092 
Complaints - Average 
working days to 
complete 

29 11 9 32 23 

 
32. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR CULTURE, LEISURE, SPORT 

AND OLYMPIC LEGACY FROM COUNCILLOR ABDUL MOHAMED 
 

How will the council ensure that the aims and objectives of the Olympic Legacy 
Board are sustained? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
I am determined that we continue to build on the opportunities that have been 
created by our successful 2012 Olympic and Paralympic programme.  The Olympic 
Legacy Board was set up to ensure we have feedback and agreed actions on the 
programmes initiated under the work streams of volunteering, young people, health 
and wellbeing and experiencing Southwark cultural scene.  The board meeting this 
week assessed progress so far and agreed forward actions.  The board will receive 
regular reports from officers and partners which will include: 
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1. The delivery of projects funded through the council's capital legacy 
programme including the restoration of the Herne Hill velodrome, the BMX 
track in Burgess Park and regenerated football pitches in Peckham. 

 
2. Assessing ongoing volunteering opportunities for local residents, especially 

young people.  Young people now have the opportunity to become 
volunteering ambassadors for the “y-volunteer” programme. Other 
volunteering opportunities include a volunteering passport programme, 
funded by the National Institute of Adult Continuing Education (NAICE) which 
gives young people in Southwark opportunities to volunteer with arts 
organisations, Big Dance sustainability programme and a renewed volunteer 
strategy. 

 
3. Community sports and health and wellbeing are developing programmes 

which will involve both young people and adults, including those with 
disabilities, in sport and fitness activities.  Extensive research has been 
carried out by our sports development department to assess the impact of the 
Olympics on the level of sporting activity that young people now aspire to.  It 
is evident that running and other athletics sports are particularly popular 
which indicates how important it is to restore the Southwark Park track.  
There has been significantly increased use of the Southwark Get Active web 
page which lists all the sporting activities available in the borough.  

 
33. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR CULTURE, LEISURE, SPORT 

AND OLYMPIC LEGACY FROM COUNCILLOR THE RIGHT REVEREND 
EMMANUEL OYEWOLE 

 
With comparable London boroughs making reductions in spending on Black 
History Month, what is the council doing to maintain its appeal and innovative 
themes with all ages? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
The council believes Black History Month (BHM) is an important event in 
Southwark and the budget has been maintained since 2010. 
 
BHM 2012 statistics revealed that 98% of the audiences were happy with the 
programme. Over a third of the attendees were young people.  Detailed work is 
now taking place on setting up the 2013 programme and we will be consulting the 
community and stakeholder organisations which we hope will include a programme 
for schools in conjunction with the Cuming Museum. 

 
34. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR CULTURE, LEISURE, SPORT 

AND OLYMPIC LEGACY FROM COUNCILLOR MICHAEL SITU 
 

What is the council doing to bring Southwark Park track back into use so the youth 
of the borough have a track to utilise and build upon the great performances of 
recent years in the London Youth Games? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
Southwark Park track has been awarded £370,000 from the council’s Olympic 
legacy fund.  This funding is attracting external funding to the project. 
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Council officers are currently developing a proposal for the facility and continuing 
to apply for funding to:   
 
• Replace the track.  
• Improve accessibility – to create opportunities to develop disability sport 
• Improve energy efficiency – replacing boilers, lighting systems etc 
• Improve ambience – air conditioning and improved decoration to enhance 

customer experience 
• Improve utilisation – streamline the operational spaces  
• Improve amenity value – ensure the building integrates better with the park 

environment through sympathetic refurbishment of the building fabric 
• Providing a lasting Olympic and Paralympics legacy. 
 
The facility will be reconfigured and upgraded, including a re-laid athletics track, 
new field events areas and infield.  The building would be refurbished to support 
activities, with improved changing facilities and ancillary areas. 
 
It is clear from the research on sport activity take up since the 2012 Olympics that 
many people, especially young people, want to do athletics, including running. 
Replacing the track is therefore very important for Southwark.  
 
The project will also have a positive impact on sport in the community by:   
 
• Development of disability sports 
• Increased regular fitness participation among local residents  
• Contribute to reducing obesity and heart disease  
• Used by  local schools and colleges  
• Provision of a valuable training and multi-sports outlet for young people from 

local estates  
• Establishing a Southwark athletic club and delivery of athletic development 

plan 
• Enabling aspiring Southwark athletes to train in the borough tapping into local 

talent.  
 

35. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT, ENVIRONMENT 
AND RECYCLING FROM COUNCILLOR DENISE CAPSTICK 

 
Will Southwark consider introducing a short extension to parking before 
enforcement for residents only, as has been introduced in other London boroughs, 
to allow local residents extra time to park without the need for a full permit? 
 
RESPONSE 

 
The logistics required to implement 15 minutes free parking for all residents would 
be complex and costly.  To be available to all in the borough, all resident vehicle 
owners, as opposed to only those currently with residential permits, would need to 
register and maintain their vehicle details with the parking service, which would 
then need to verify that the vehicles are registered in Southwark. 
 
As well as a significant direct loss of revenue, additional costs would be incurred 
as the civil enforcement officers would need to check the vehicle details and return 
after 15 minutes to ensure compliance.  This would require significantly more staff 
if the current enforcement levels on Southwark’s roads are to be maintained. 
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36. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT, ENVIRONMENT 
AND RECYCLING FROM COUNCILLOR MARK GETTLESON 

 
Following the council’s recent decision to sign up to the London cycling campaign 
'safer lorries, safer cycling' pledge, what changes will be made, and when? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
I am proud to have signed the council up to the London cycling campaign’s ‘safer 
lorries, safer cycling’ pledge.  This is a very good thing. It further demonstrates our 
continued commitment to being especially responsive to the safety needs of 
vulnerable road users and creating one of the most cycle friendly boroughs in the 
capital.  
 
Officers have completed a draft action plan to work towards meeting the conditions 
of the pledge with cross-council colleagues and our partners including suppliers as 
well as contractors, and anticipate that the work outlined in the action plan will be 
completed by the end of this year. 

 
37. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT, ENVIRONMENT 

AND RECYCLING FROM COUNCILLOR JEFF HOOK 
 

How many parking penalty charge notices (PCNs) have been issued in each of the 
last three years in the borough for illegal or improper use of disabled parking 
bays?  What is the council doing to ensure disabled parking bays are not used 
improperly? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
Over the last three years the number of vehicles parking illegally in disabled 
persons’ parking bays has reduced by nearly one quarter. 
 

Financial year PCNs issued in disabled bays 
2009/10 2,807 
2010/11 2,182 
2011/12 2,119 

 
As well as enforcing by PCNs, the parking service has removed 257 vehicles from 
disabled bays to the car pound.   Under the new contract vehicles will continue to 
be removed from disabled bays. 
 
All motorists should be aware that they cannot park in a disabled bay without 
displaying the appropriate badge through national driver training and associated 
knowledge of the highway code and the council has pages on its website 
explaining the rules covering use of disabled bay for blue badge holders.  

 
38. QUESTION TO THE DEPUTY LEADER AND CABINET MEMBER FOR 

HOUSING MANAGEMENT FROM COUNCILLOR MICHAEL MITCHELL 
 

How many residential council properties are overcrowded?  Please provide the 
information by ward. 
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RESPONSE 
 
There are 6,048 applicants on the General Register categorised as being 
“overcrowded” (OC). 
 
Of these 2,482 are Southwark tenants and 3,566 are non-tenants. 
  
The 2,482 Southwark tenants are in the following wards: 

 
Ward Total OC 
Brunswick park 132 
Camberwell green 204 
Cathedrals 64 
Chaucer 124 
College 81 
East Dulwich 16 
East Walworth 125 
Faraday 272 
Grange 106 
Livesey 190 
Newington 193 
Nunhead 128 
Peckham 172 
Peckham Rye 67 
Riverside 105 
Rotherhithe 130 
South Bermondsey 101 
South Camberwell 112 
Surrey docks 12 
The Lane 122 
Village 19 
No data 7 

Total 2,482 
 

39. QUESTION TO THE DEPUTY LEADER AND CABINET MEMBER FOR 
HOUSING MANAGEMENT FROM COUNCILLOR NICK STANTON 

 
What is the most recent estimate of the number of empty homes in the borough? 
How much has the council paid to secure empty residential council properties in 
each of the past three years? 
 
RESPONSE 

 
Using recent records from November 2012 and council tax base figures it is 
estimated that there are approximately 2,645 empty homes across all tenures.  
From this figure, 2,101 empty properties lay within the private sector.  
 
There are 544 council housing voids, these include 96 voids in major regeneration 
schemes such as the Aylesbury Estate which are broken down as follows: 

 
Aylesbury 35 
East Dulwich 10 
Elmington 10 
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Maydew House 41 
Total 96 
 
On minor voids, the council has significantly reduced costs and its reliance on 
using grilles as a means to secure empty properties with only one grille used in 
2011 on a property that had been damaged; rather relying on the speed of turn 
around to ensure these vacant properties are quickly occupied. 
 
Since April to December 2012 the council has paid circa £900,000 for regeneration 
sites at Aylesbury & Heygate.   

 
40. QUESTION TO THE DEPUTY LEADER AND CABINET MEMBER FOR 

HOUSING MANAGEMENT FROM COUNCILLOR COLUMBA BLANGO 
 

How many evictions of squatters has the council been involved with in the current 
financial year, and how much has the council spent on such evictions?  How many 
properties have been squatted in on more than one occasion? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
There are two estate properties which have been squatted more than once in 
recent times.    
 
1. 24 Mayward House, Glebe Estate, SE5 7NA (non residential – converted 

office space) was squatted three times from 11 July 2012 to 26 November 
2012.  

 
2. 28 Mayward House (residential) was squatted two times from 10 November 

2011 to 17 September 2012.  
 
Legal costs for 2012/13 are currently running at £28,000.   
 
24 Mayward House is included in Phase 1B of our hidden homes programme.  The 
property address was brought forward for works due to the squatter issue. 
 
28 Mayward House was re-let to a new tenant on 12 November 2012. 

 
41. QUESTION TO THE DEPUTY LEADER AND CABINET MEMBER FOR 

HOUSING MANAGEMENT FROM COUNCILLOR MICHAEL BUKOLA 
 

How much does it cost on average to replace a communal fluorescent light bulb in 
residential property blocks?  What is the total amount of money spent on replacing 
communal light bulbs in each of the past two financial years (2011/12 and 2012/13 
to date)? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
There are (circa) 100,000 fluorescent light bulbs across the council's stock. 
Approximately 20,000 are replaced each year because the average life 
expectancy is 2.4 years.  The average cost to replace each bulb is £26.50. The 
total expenditure over the last two years was £438,000 for 2011/12 and to date in 
2012/13 £482,000. 
 
The council has embarked on a programme of retrofitting existing fluorescent 
bulbs with LED (Light Emitting Diode) bulbs across the borough.  Seven pilot 
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projects have shown that LED uses, when compared with fluorescent, up to 48% 
less electricity.  Equally, the bulbs have a life expectancy of 10 years (more than 
four times that of fluorescent bulbs).  However, at between £70 to £90 each, they 
are clearly more expensive but the longer life and reduced energy consumption 
more than compensate for this. Further installations are planned throughout the 
borough. 

 
42. QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR REGENERATION AND 

CORPORATE STRATEGY FROM COUNCILLOR TOBY ECKERSLEY 
 

Noting that Southwark Life, Spring 2013, states that "by 2025 £3 billion will have 
been invested in the Elephant”, please would the cabinet member for regeneration 
and corporate strategy provide a breakdown of that forecast expenditure indicating 
purpose and date of the expenditure and agency which is expected to incur it, 
together in each case with an indication of the date on which the agency is 
expected to commit to the expenditure? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
The figure has been calculated by totalling the anticipated development costs (land 
purchase and construction costs) of all the major schemes within the Opportunity 
Area. These are detailed below together with the current programme for the 
projects.  

 
Development Developer  Value Investment 

Commencing 
Heygate Estate Redevelopment Lend Lease  £1.5bn 2013/14 
London College of 
Communication Campus 
Improvement 

UAL £85m 2014/15 

London South Bank University 
Campus Improvement 

LSBU £100m On-going 

Shopping Centre 
Redevelopment  

St. Modwens £500m 2015/16 

One the Elephant Lend Lease £80m 2013/14 
Strata Tower Brookfield £110m Complete 
Eileen House Oakmayne £80m 2014.15 
Newington Triangle 
redevelopment 

Hollybrook £150m 2014/15 

Tribecca Square Oakmayne £100m Ongoing 
360 Tower GLA £100m 2014/15 
Heygate Rehousing Site 
Programme 

LBS/RSL Partners £90m Complete 

Manor Place Depot 
Redevelopment 

TBC £100m 2014/15 

Total  £2.995bn  
 

 
 
 
 
 


